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INTO THE VIPER’S NENT

1% Polish Army and

the Final Assault on Berlin - 1945

The Rolish 1st Ay serving as pert of the Soviet 1st
Byelorussian Front during the last few months of WWIT was
at the very farefrart of the last great Fastfrat capaion, the
ae thet saw the last Nezi stragolds taken, the last farces
sedhed, ad the Nazi cgpitol, Berlin, laid in ruins.
The exploits of this amy and the epic sacrifices mede by the
men who served in it camot die. But history has a way of
into stark relief. This article is an attenpt to, in sore swEll
way, redress the alance and remind us all of the corage ad
faith displayed by the Roles during the world's darkest hours.

The Last "Winter Offensive"

Shortly after entering the ruins of Warsaw an Jaruery
10th 1945, 1st Amy, as pert of 1st Byelorussian Frait, moved
rorttwest towerds Bydgoszez, where it arrived after a grueling
two-week march through sare of the harshest winter weather
in ae hndred years. On 28 Jaruary, Zdkov (1st Byelorussian
Frant Comerder) ordered them to cross the old Polish-
Germen border and puarste the flesing Garmens. This they did,
with 1o pause for rest ar refit, aily to fird tharmeelves etan -
gled in the famideble systam of fortificatians built by the
Gamens in the 1930's, the so clled "Ramem Stellug"

(Fortress Rarerania) . Sare of these fortifications had becore
dosolete ar led fallen into disrgair. However, the Nezi's
had drafted huge

any Red Army

Poplawski, the : :
amy's camernder (who replaced General Berling after his
disastrous perfomence in kattle before Warsaw the previaus
Septanter) , split his farees into two assault groups ard noved
these famerd uder cover of darkress.

Early an 29 Jaary, the border was actually crossed
at Sepolno-Krajewskie and Wiedoork. On the night of
Jansry 29/30 soldiers of the 1st Amy captured their first
Germen prisaers of the operation ard leamed that before
them lay a hesvily fartified lire. Despite this, Gaeral
Poplawski did not think it necessary to send recaraissance
grages to praee the enamy line. Instead he sinply ordered
his tired and hugry trogos famward. The resulting casualties,
of course, were goalling. By late aftermoo an the 30th, The
Poles were standing an the East kank of the Gwda River,
crossing it at the tomn of Grudma and continuing toward
Radbpje. Tre initial attack an this village wes repelled after
fierce fighting, with mery BRoles taken prisoer.
Reinforoarents were called forward ard a fierce battle raged
here over the next three days. Firally, an 3 Feonary, the last
Germen trogps withdrew. Podoaje was taken. Iack of proper
recaraissance and leadership had cost the Polish 1st
Division alae 233 killed, 520 wounded, and 58 missirg.
2dded to this was the sight that grested the men in an old
kam. Trogos of the 15th SS Division had bumed thirty-two
Polish BOWs alive!

Tre offensive halted for the next three days. Then, an
6 Feoruary, Geeral Poplawski ordered his men to exploit a
gmell bresk in the Gemen line at Ddorzyce. Heavy fighting
aotimued as the division moved forward, fimally reaching
Mirvoslawiec an 20 February. After Mivoslawiec the ammy was
apin pit in reserve ad wesn't aalled into kettle util 1
March when it was placed between 1st and 2nd Byelorussian
Frants. After three days of heavy fighting, Germmen lines were



Between 5 and 7 March, Polish 1st Amy participated in the
elimination of a Gemmen pocket south of Swidwina.
During this action Poles captured the comerder of 10th SS
Corps, General Leutnant Gunther von Krappe and the com-
mender of the "Barwalde" division General ILeutnant
Wilhelm von Raithl.

By 8 March, Westem Porerania was nearly cleared
of Gemen troops, ard an the 9th, 1lst army moved toward
Szczecin, reaching the Qdra River by late aftermoom an the
10th. 1st Army son foud itself engaged in a bloody kaettle
for Koldazeg thet lasted far a full eleven days. After thet,
util 6 April, 1st Ay wes allowed to stard an the Odra,
receiving reinforcanents ard amaiting orders for the firal
offasive in the war.

(losing the Ring

At 0615 an 16 Ppril 1945 after a thirty-mirute bom-
ardhvent, the Poles begpn crossing the Odra at Siekierkd.
Bs always, coxatrated artillery fire hed failed to destroy
Germen mechine gun nests ard artillery positions as plammed,
ad the troogps crossed the river uder heavy Gemen fire
sustaining severe losses. Despite this, the advance aotirued
weketed. By 16 ZApril, most of the Rolich 1st Infantry
Divisian wes holding a srell bridgehead that was reinforced

during the nidght.
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They were som driving the Gemens

Hohenzollem caral an 24 Zpril. Here they todk up defensive
positias to prtect the rear of Soviet fames erpoed in
encircling Berlin. n 25 Aordl, 2nd Division helped to best
lack a Gamen caater attadk at the Rugpiner caral, an action
often referred to as "Steiner's Qdsiecz" (Steirer's Gdysssy) .

Storming the Viper’s Nest

In the last days of Aordl it wes decided thet Rolish
uits ghould participete in the capore of Berlin. Taking pert
in this epic event was a huge procegarda victory for the
Polish cammnists. The message they wished to send was
clear. Tt wes the Polish Ay crested by Stalin ard not the
Polish Armies of the west that had defeated Hitler.
The comunist Roles, therefore, shauld have the fimal say as
to the fate of post-war Rolard.

On 29 April, 1st Amy noved by truck, first to
Wittenau and then Garlottenburg (in Berlin's northeastem
siords) . The 1st Polish Division was attaded to the Soviet
2nd Guards Tark Amy and its regiments were gplit among
the brigades of the 12th Guards Tark Corps. During two days
of bloody fighting they attacked Germen positions alayg the
Frarklinstrasse, and an 2 May linked up with trogos of the

Other Poles attacked Germman positions along
Berlinerstrasse working towerds the Tiercarten finally reach -
ing the groads of the Berlin Politedmik, the ruins of which
hed been tumed into a straghold. Copourdng this, they
ctimued to move through the sport stadium ard alayg
Kurfurstenallee amihilating Germen pockets of resistance as
they went. By the middle of the day they had linked up with

Things begen moving quickly. The Poles next went
into actim at Schlossplatz between Nete Kanstrasse ard
Bismardkstrasse hamering their way east. By late aftermom
a1 1 May Berlin officially cgpitulared ard the Roles received
the news at 0700 an 2 May. However, the last of the fighting
did not end until 1300. The viper was desd!

RED ARMY:

INFANTRY DIVISION

Infantry Co.: 3xInfantry, 2xMMG

Submachinegun Co: 3xSMG Infantry

Support Co.: 1IXSMG Infantry, 1x12.7mm AAMG,
1x45mm or 57mm ATG/Limber

Gun Battery: 1x76mm Infantry Gun(3)/Limber

Mortar Battery:
Anti-Tank Company:

1x120mm Mortar(3)/Wagon
3x45mm or 3X57mm ATG/Limber
Infantry Battalion: 1xInfantry (HQ), 3xInfantry Company,
1xSupport Co., 1x82mm Mortar(3)
1xSubmachinegun Co., 1xGun Battery,
1xMortar Battery, 1xAnti-Tank Co.

Brigade Support Group:

Infantry Brigade: 1xInfantry (GHQ), 3xInfantry Battalion,

1xBrigade Support Group

POLISH 1ST ARMY

1944 - 1945

Infantry Division: 3xInfantry Brigade
Division Assets

@3xInfantry[R]/Horses or M3 Scout Car,

0-1Xmmg[R]/Horses or M3 Scout Car
@3xEngineer
@1xInfantry (HQ)/Horses,

2X76mm M42(3)/Limber
@1xInfantry (HQ)/Horses,

2x122mm M38(3)/Limber
@3x12.7mm AAMG
@1x76mm M42(2)/Limber

1xRecon Co.:

3xEngineer Co.:
2xArtillery Battalion:

1xArtillery Battalion:
1xAnti-Aircraft Co.:

3xAnti-tank Battery:

Notes:
1. Whole Infantry battalions may be rearmed as SMG Infantry.
2. The Division may call on the assets of 1st Army.




1ST TANK CORPS

Tank Co.: 3xT-34/76F
Rifle Co.: 3xInfantry/Truck, IXMMG/Truck
Motor Rifle Support Co.: 1x46mm ATG/Truck,

1x76mm M27 1G(2)/Truck,
1XSMG Infantry/Truck,
1x82mm Mortar(3)/Truck
1x45mm ATG/Truck

or 1x57mm ATG/M3 SC,
IXSMG Infantry/Truck,
2-3x82mm Mortar(1+)/Truck,
0-1x76mm M27 IG(2),
0-1x12.7mm AAMG/Truck
1-2xM17 AA Halftack

or 1x37mm M39 AA/Truck
or 3-4x12.7mm AAMG/Truck

Motorized Support Co.:

Anti-Aircraft Battery:

Tank Battalion:
Motor Rifle Battalion:

1xT-34/76F (HQ), 2-3xTank Co.
IxInfantry (HQ)/Truck, 3xRifle Co.,
1xMotor Rifle Support Co.

IxInfantry (HQ)/Truck or Halftrack,
3xRifle Co., 1xMotorized Support Co.
4xEngineer (SMG)/Truck,

3x82mm Mortar(1+)/Truck,

2x12.7mm AAMG/Truck,
3xInfantry[R]/Truck, 3x57mm ATG/Truck

Motorized Battalion:

Motor Rifle Support Grp:

Tank Brigade: 1xT-34 (GHQ), 3xTank Battalion,
1xMotor Rifle Battalion, 2xBa-64 AC[R],
1xAnti-Aircraft Battery

IxInfantry (GHQ), 3xMotorized Battalion,

Motor Rifle Support Group

Motor Rifle Brigade:

1st Tank Corps: 3xTank Brigade, 1xMotor Rifle Brigade
Corps Assets

4xSu-85, 3xSMG Infantry
3x37mm M-39 AA/Truck
1xInfantry (HQ)/Truck,
4-6x120mm Mortar(3)/Truck
1xInfantry (HQ)/Truck,

2x132mm M-13 MRL(2)

1xAnti-Tank Regiment:
1xAnti-Aircraft Regiment:
1xMortar Regiment:

1xRocket Battalion:

Notes:
1. Infantry Stands may be replaced with Submachinegun Stands at
your option.
2. T-34/76s might be replaced with T-34/85s beginning in 1945.
Evidence for this practice is sketchy and uncertain.
3. Infantry may ride into action on the backs of tanks rather than in
trucks, acting as "Tank Marines".
4. The Components of the 1st Tank Corps were designated as follows:
1st Motor Rifle Brigade
2nd Tank Brigade
3rd Tank Brigade
4th Tank Brigade
1st Rocket Battalion
24th Anti-Tank Regiment
26th Anti-Aircraft Regiment

1ST POLISH ARMY ASSETS
4xHeavy Tank Rgt.: @4xJIS-II
1x SP Artillery Rgt. (25th): @4xJSU-122, 1xInfantry[R]/M3 Scout Car
4AxSP Atrtillery Rgt.: @4xSu-76
1xTank Destroyer BN: @3xSu-57
3xEngineer Co.: @3xEngineer
3xPioneer Co.: @3xPioneer Infantry

Notes:
1. Polish 1st Army consisted of the following units:
1st Infantry Division (Kosciuzko)
2nd, 3rd, 4th, & 6th Infantry Division
1st Independent Tank Brigade (Heroes of Westerplatte)
2. Polish 2nd Army consisted of the following units:
5th, 7th, 8th, 9th, & 10th Infantry Division
1st Tank Corps

1ST BYELORUSSIAN FRONT ASSETS
@1xInf. (HQ)/Truck, 2x132mm M13 MRL(2)
@1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horses or Truck,
6x120 M43 Mortar(3)/Limber or Truck

9xRocket BN:
3xMortar BN:

3xArtillery BN:  @1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horses or Truck,
4x76mm M42(3)/Limber or Truck
2xArtillery BN:  @1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horses or Truck,

4x122mm M38(3)/Limber or Truck
@1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horses or Truck,
4x152mm M43(3)/Limber or Truck

1xArtillery BN:

2xArtillery BN:  @1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horses or Truck,
4x122mm M31/37(3)/Limber or Truck
1xArtillery BN: ~ @1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horses or Truck,

4x152mm M37(3)/Limber or Truck
@1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horses or Truck,
3x203mm M31(3)/Tractor or Truck

3xArtillery BN:

1xRecon Co.: @3xT-34/76[R] or 3xT-70[R]
2xRecon Co.: @3xInf.[R]/Motorcycles

1xRecon Co.: @3xInf.[R]/Bren Carrier

9xAA Battery: @1x37mm M39 AA/Limber or Truck
3xAA Battery: @1x85mm M39 AA/Limber or Truck
4AXAA Company: @3x12.7mm AAMG/Horse or Truck

3xAA Regiment: @1xSMG Inf. (HQ)/Horse or Truck,
6XATG/Limber or Truck +

6xAnti-Tank Gun/Limber or Truck

Notes:

1. Heavy Tank Regiments first became available in 1945.

2. The 25th SP Artillery Regiment first became available in 1945.

3. Anti-Tank Regiments may contain 45mm M42 ATGs, 57mm M43
ATGs, or 76mm M42(2).

4. 37mm AA Guns may be replaced with M17 Halftracks mounting
4x12.7mm AAMG (The Soviet equivalent of the US M16).

5. Pioneer stands function in all ways like Engineer stands, except they
receive no special advantage making Close Assaults.
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Notes:
The Anti-Tank Regiment consists of four Anti-Tank “companies” and a
Submachinegun company. Each Anti-Tank “company” consists only of
five vehicles.
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Unit Size Symbols (Example is infantry)

I I
COMPANY
(BATTERY)

BATTALION I REGIMENT  xxxx ARMY

X BRIGADE  xx DIVISION xxx CORPS
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