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TAC NEWS GOES BI-MONTHLY

The 1995 Toc News series now puts into
vour hands three times the amount of
information provided in past years. As a
new feature, Tac News now includes
historic unit organizations. Each
organization is formatted to aid both the
novice and expert in building a complete
wargaming army or collection. Even with
all this new stuff Tac News is still free.
To pget a copy simply place a mail order
and the current Tac News will be included
in the package. This is now the only way
to get Tac News, To be sure of obtaining
the latest issue, simply place a mail order
at least every other month to GHQ.

1942 AMERICAN ARMORED ORGANIZATION

he 1942 American Armored Division
consisted ol two armored regiments,
These armored regiments were designed
as pursuit forces capable of exploiting, but
not necessarily creating, breakthroughs.
Because they were expected to outstrip
divisional assets in battle, armored
regiments had strong organic recon-
naissance and service components. There
was no regimental armored infantry and
armored artillery elements. Infantry was
considered to have no role in pursuit, and
tank cannon alone was deemed sufficient
to provide direct and indirect fire support.
All sixteen American armored
divisions formed during the war initially
had a two-regiment structure. By
September 1943, at the behest of Gen.
Leslie McNair, all armored divisions were
reorganized into separate battalions, The
exceptions being lst, 2nd, and 3rd

Armored Divisions which were at the time
already overseas. The 1st reorganized
during July 1944, the 2nd and 3rd did not
reoarganize until after war's end.

Each 1942 armored regiment had one
light and two medium tank battalions,
Both battalion structures were virtually
identical. The light battalion mustered
fewer men only because the Stuart tank
had a smaller crew than either the M3
Lee/Grant or M4 Sherman medium Lanks,

Initially, American medium Lank
batialions were built around the M3
General Lee, The M3 was an interim tank
design used to fill a production void until
American  industry became fully
mohilized. By the time of the Tunisian
campaign the M3 was already a desert
veteran, having been sent to the British via
lead-lease. At the time the M3 was the
best tank in the British inventory, but

combal revealed some fatal shortcomings.
The M3's riveted armor was easily burst
by German anti tank guns and its high
silhouette made it painfully obvious on
Mat desert battlefields. Furthermore, the
M3 had a slow rate of fire due to
difficulties inherent with its sponson-
mounted 75mm gun. The Russians also
thought little of their lend-lease M3s,
calling them “seven graves for seven
brothers.,” The M4 Sherman was to have
completely replaced the M3 by 1943, but,
with the fall of Tobruk, Roosevell
promised the first 200 Shermans to a
disconsolate Churchill. This offer
virtually assured victory at El Alamein,
but it also meant that the Americans took
the field in inferior M3s, while the British
enjoyed the lusury of US-built Shermans.
This fact was viewed by GI tankers with
bitter acrimony.
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Please note! To make a 1842 Liﬁht Tank]|
Battalion simply substitute the Shermans
with Stuartis. This is also the same
organization used for the M3 Medium
Tank Battalion. As a field expedient, the
Amencans substituted jeep-towed 3Tmms
ATGs for the ME 37mm SPAT. This is so
indicated in the schamalic,
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SPECS, AND FACTS

G112 Marder Ill 7.52{r)

Clambat experence on the Eastern Front found Wehrmachi
panzers oul-numbersd and out-classed. With new tenk
designg vears away and replacement prodocton slow, the
Germans resoried o 4 series of expedient measures
utilizing redondont or caplured matesinl. The Mander L
was built by converting obsolete Pz Kpfw 38(1) battlo
tinks into gun carriages, This was accomplished by
removing the mrmet and rebuilding the superstructure into
an open-topped fighting compartment. The vehicle’s main
gun was a capiured Bussian 7.62 “Crash-Boom™.

Sixty-gin Marder 1105 served in Morth Africe. The first
six unita, arriving in May 1942, were directly attached o
Army Hesdguarters. The remainder, arrlving during the
period of Tuly 1o Movember 1942, served in the 33rd and
Foth Panzedjiger Abteilungs.

G27 Pz Kptw It M

In the early years of World War Two the Mark 111 was the
principal battle tank of the Panzertro . Initially armed
with 0 37mm main the Mark W1 was subseguenil
rearmed with o “shon™ Scm KwEK L42, and then o “long
Sem Kwl L0, Becawse the turmel ring was too small to
accommodate a lasger caliber gun, Mark 111 production
was converted to assault guns early in 1943 Even so,
Mark 111 hatile tanks continued providing yeomin service
with over 430 panicipating in the great Kursk offensive,

[n Africa, the Mark 111 came o symbolized the Afrika
Korps, It was the scourge of the degen, proving superior
0 every Allied tank save the Manlda. By the time of
Kaszering, however, the Mark 111 was ost-classed by the
Sherman, Monestheless, the Marck 1] continued 10 serve
playing a viml role in the defense of Tunisin and Sicily.

G22 Pz Kphw IV F2

By Movember of 1941, the Germans decided to up-gun the
dark 1V with the high velocity Kwk40 L/43 7.5¢m anti
penk mun. This modification was to have token place with
the “G" series, bol conditiong at the fronl deemed the
change be made immediately, Mark 1V production was
thos suspended for one month as factories retooled. In the
interim, existing MK 1V Fs wens refitted on the assembly
lings with high-velocity 7.5cm guns, Fully hatf of the “F"
series was =0 converted and designated Mk IV F2. The
Britsh called them “Mark IV Specials™,

In its day, before the advent of the T-24/85 and
Shernman, the Mok [V Special out-clnssed cvery tonk in
the Allied inventary. At the time of Kasserine, the
Germans considered the mechanically relinble Mk IV
Specinl just o8 valuahle as the mose powerful Tiger

Gi15 Sd. 222 Armored Car & Sd. 223 Radio Car

The Sd 222 was a improved version of the §d 221,
featuring @ larger turret with a 2em cannon and co-uwxial
machine gun. The Zem was a dusl-purpose gum with a
mounting that allowed a near-vertiosl elevation for
engaging enemy aircmft. Duning its produdtion mun the 5d
123 was further improved by adding 4 larger engine and
hydraulic brakes. I carried only a short-range radio,
becauze ite intended role was that of escort for cars
mounting long-range sets (the 84 223).

By mid-1943, German armered cars were expected o
hotd their own a5 armored fghting vehicles, For this
reason production on the Sd 222 ceased, [t was never
fully phased-out, however, because the heavier cars
lmﬁmﬁd o replace it wene never availabie in sufficient
nimbers. The 54 222 thus served uniil war's endl.

G103 (a) SdKfz 251/C 3

SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGHT: 10.GT lons

HULL LENGTH: 5. BE miters

WIDTH: 2,16 maters

SPEED: 42 km'nr {road speed)

RANGE: 185 Keomalors

MAIN GUN: one 7.62cm Pakas [r)

MACHINE GUN(S):  one 7.82mm ME37(I)
SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGHT: 22,7 oS

HULL LENGTH: &4 | meiers

WIDTH: 2.05 metars

SPEED: 40 kv (road spaed)

RAAMNGE: 155 kilometers

MAIN GLIN: ona Som Kwk3d 6D

MAGHINE GUM{S)Y: Iwo 7.92mm MGE34
SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGHT: 24 lans

HULL LENGTH: 5,62 metars

WIDTH: 2 Bd metars

SPEED: 40 komhr (road spaed)

RANGE: 200 kitmeers

MAIN GUN: o T.50m Kwial L3

MACHINE GUN(SE  two 7.92mm MG34
SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGHT: 4.8 fona

HULL LENGTH: 4.8 maters

WIDTH! 1.85 meters

SPEED: 85 kb (road spood)

RANGE: 200 kilomete:s

MAIN GUIN: ona 2om Kwk3d

MACHINE GUN(E):  ono 7.92mm ME34
SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGEHT: T4 fons

HULL LENGTH: 18 feet

WIDTH: slx feal, alavan inthes

SPEED: 33 miph {roed speed)

MAIN GLIN:
MACHINE GUN(S):

FUEL CONSLBAPTION: 3.5 mies per gallan

viaried belwean modeis

teec 7.92mm ME34a

in 1931 the firm of Hansa-Lloyd-Goliath Werke of
Bremen was contracted by the the German government 1o
develop o tractor capoble of towing a three-ton load. Afier
a serigs of winls, the Hunomag company of Hanover was
chareed 1o further develop this design utilizing an armored
superstmoture designed by Bissing-NAG. By the end of
1938 a final wial serles was completed and the first models
were issued to the troops that fellowing spring. By 1940,
the Wehrmacht had three basic versions of the SdKFPz 251,
the Auxfilhrung A, B, and C.

Afrika Korps panzergrenadiers were motorized and
therefore did mot ride in halftracks. However, various
marks of the 251 did see deseri service as suppon vehicles
in bagtalion and ormy-leved hendguorter companies.
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Kasserine

Mini-Campaign

Part 3:

Counterattack!

ith the destruction of 18t Armored Division's GCA, Task Force

Waters was completely surrounded on the high ground north
of Sidl Bou Zid. Mow was tha fime for an American countarattack,
but Gen. 5ir Kenneth Anderson, the overall Allied commander,
was unsure of his enemy’s disposition. Rommel's strike at the
Faid Pass came as a complete surprise.  Sir Kenneth's staft hoped
this attack was no more than a battalion-strangth diversion
masking an offensive the Allles expected farther to the north. Siill,
some effort had to be made to rescue Lt Col. "Bill® Waters; the
son-in-law of Gen George Patton, Sir Kenneth played his cards
close to the vest, dispatching just Combat Command B of the 1st
Armored Division to rescue Waters. To cover his bet he retained
Combat Command C and a full British tank battalion in reserve,

The resull was a catastrophe . The 2nd Battalion of the First
Armored regiment, supported by the 3rd Battalion of the Sixth
Armored Infantry ran into the combined strength of two panzer
divisions. Kampfgruppes Reimann and Gerhardt wers at the
momeant mopping-up Waters, hoping lo bait the Amercans inlo a
gounterattack, CCB was allowed some inftial gains toward Djebal
Lessouda before it was viclously attacked by the 1st Company of
the 50151 Independent Heavy Tank Battalion. The Tigers rolled up
the American Grants as they vainly tried to cover the retreat of their
ammored infantry. By day's end, forty-six of the 2nd Baltafion's fitty
tanks ware lost. The Germans had eradicated their second enemy

_ LEGEND
The map's top half is north. The town of

Faid lies just of the east edge of the map

—
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ammored battalion in as many days.
\_/

by the highway. The Faid Pass iself lies
some six hexes beyond that.
The hillis a lavel three elevation, It was a
gentle rise, covered with stone out-

croppings and scrub vegetation. Wadi E
Fekka, which bisects the northwest comar
of the board, is a minus one depression.
AMERICAN

CCB moves first, entering the west edge
ol the board south of the highway, Tha
remnants of Task Force Waters are
confined to any second or third level
elevation hex.

GERMAN
Kamplgruppe Reimann and Gerhardt sat-

up anywhere north of the highway
excluding enemy cccupied hexes. The
Tigers set-up hidden,

VICTORY CONDITIONS

The game consists of twelve one-hour
turns. To win, the American must cccupy
Dijebel Lessouda for one turn and then|
exil the west edge of ihe board with al

least ane stand from Task Force Waters.
Good luck. Had the Allies acted mare
decizively, the battle could have easlly
turned in their favor. Try a plausible
histaric variation. Add an American
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Sherman tank battallon and another
armored infantry battalion 1o the Aliied
order of battle.
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